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SHELBY KIT COMEBACK TN CARDNER DOUGLAS BUILDS

Fo"gonen Shelby model comes back... ' The same, but different: kit car first-timer and

DECEMBER 2018

nd now it’s available in kit form | experienced builder compare notes on 427 builds




EXCLUSIVE | TIFOSI JEM *

"MIDGET JEM

Only three aluminium bodied Jacobs Midgets were builf, and all were used in
competition. Rumours at the time that it may go into production as.a road car
came to nothing. .. but 56 years on, you can have one in replica form.

Words and pictures: Adam Wilkins
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Hall's camne onto the kit car industry’s
radar when It tock over the Tifost mangue
ars ago. Its MG Mi

Austin ”r,llr_s ‘Frogeye’ Sprite replica and

t based

soven ye

the Schring Sprite replica dovetadl with is
mare conventional MG work, bur Steve
had ambitions to create un MG replica of
has own long before bie ook on Tifoss, In
face, it was when Jason Elliotr joined the

COMPAny s0me seventoen yoars ago that they

firse deccussed ofeating a repaaca o ane of
the Jacobs Midget fastbacies. It was cighreen
months ago that they decided 0 make a
concerted effort 10 make it Bapper, and lot
of after-hours work saw It reach frultion to
be revealed at the Hall's 70th anniversary
open duy lest momth

The Jacobs Midger, s it was knomn,
was & serni-works project and the
eponyrous work of Dick Jacoby, He was
an MG works driver whose racing caseer
came to an end following a crash at the
ill-fared 1955 Le Mass 23-hour. He
wasa® lavolved (o the crash thar infamosdy
killed 84 people, but a separate incident
that kft him trapped in his upturned and
burning MGA

Inspiration for the Midget coupé came
when Dick had a magazine road tost of the
then new .\':J,;:': ,Juu',p de 2 sales brochure
for the Astoa Martin DB4. He mansposed
the «h ape of the latter over the Farmer anul

rook the idea 10 his conraces in Abingdon

¢ MG Development Department made

{oncept 4 TCAULY, AnC THTS race Cars wore
buailt, theis bodies formed from alumsinium
by a docald coachbsailding cosnpany: Jacoks
Racing campaigned them for the 1962 w0
"4 seasons and clocked up numerous class
wims and podium finisbes. A 136kg weight
reduction and smproved scrodymanmics wher
compared 10 a Midger roadsrer gave them
an edge.

At the end of the 1964 seasor
the MG facsory before

the can

were rerurned 1o

being »okd of privateens. Rumosar of »

production run of Midget coupés got man

enthusiases excited at the prospecs, bt is

the end the arrival of the MGEB G1 pot paid

to any plans v build a fxed roof Mid
vodeme. The whereabouts of ol theee Jacobs
Midgets are known, and their repotation

1S I nvene proportion to their limited
numbers. Rasity and desirshilizy make ir

4,

Ideal foe replication, then, ard given the
afloedable donoe car it certainly makes 2 lot
of sense 00 faper,

Steve Hall wasn't the only persor

identify the Jacobs car as a prime candadate
for replicagion, Brian Archer was one of
those who had bes or MG
to put the ection in period and,

docaden later, hegan working on a seplica

agerly waltly

Car into perod

Sadly, he passed away bot MG Ristodian
Martin Ingall, who had heen working with

him, comtinued 10 work on the prosect

WA CLIRALRCC £ A




“THEJEM REALLY IS A
MINIATURE GT CAR, AN
ASTON MARTIN DB4 THAT
SHRUNK IN THE WASH”

He reached a point ar which be couldnt Working from the troet, Jason made 2
oot due 10 2 house penovation, asxd pus buck from steed for the nose before making
the peoject up for sale the production hbreglass items. The wings
It's now calied Tifosi JEM, the name are also reworkod, with a meach sharper
undimg for Jacobs Evolurion Midgee, It crease on the inmer curve. There's sho a lip to
wis the perfect startizg point for S1eve and the fromt wheelarch that the Midger doesnt
Joson to make thelr idea a reality. Some usually have. The windscreen is bespoke
Famewoek wa dore, there were lots of 10 the Jacobs, and Mastin had already had
detalled drawings and work had been started tooling made foe that by Pilkington. The
on the donor caz, but there was still 2 ot of windscreen sweround ves the car 2 whole
wock needed 0 get it finkshed Jasor new look, while at the souttle the windscroen
et bis o tinses, cvenings and werkends WIS 4e I wverd forwand, This means the
w make e 2 wality = in usual work hoars, boneer is modifed to sait, and also cut
ustomser can always came first ADOCTSr A1 the front
Hall's Garsge had acoess 1o two of To create the coupe roof, Jason cut a
the atanal throe Jacobs can and, whik hardtop abous as 2 starting poist befose
nking a mould was » definite no-no, they working the fasthack shape. The new roof
were able to take lots of photogr x‘v!v and mects the boot aperture, and the rear |-J.n:‘:
measurements. The nature of the bandcratted (together with the rear wings) is stock
pessnium oeig nals meant thar they actually \:ix:.’l" There are other details thar are
fiffered from each other, 1o this was never casy 10 overlook. For imstance, the rearmnost
going 1o be o milEmectre perfect repica. Ame part of the silly ahead of the rear wheeds aie
differs from the M L'-: oadster In moge raciased, as pex the alimminium original. This
pnt the cdwious ascas it becaune the Jacobs team was concerned
. T

ABOVE: Oid-schood
tuning!

LEFT: Steve Hall
{right} and Jason
Elott have planned
this replica for over
a decade.

BELOW: Imerior
retrimmed, Demo
byt 25 2 road car,
but you could take a
JEM racing.

wcember 201838
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the JEM has o

L bur it's

ENGINE: 12 Like the oclgina erilles

ENGINE CPTIONS:
A series o0 1500
BODYWORK:
rodr panet and Ul The
rest s GRP

BRAKES:

L Aseres
n the side vents ¢

nain openi

something thae indiv il Bailders could

add. There should also

the bonoet, which is s

2 - Discs be ftsed, One aren Hall
Redr - Dy :

CHASSES: UnrrodBied ' M1 OF min Quiters

MG Midget Ianocoque after al

SUSPENSION: Standard Ihe decinio

MG Midget 0 10ad L

STEERING: Standcard

MG Midget onginals was 3

BUILD COST: Sew text the car’s ¢ realisation of

:g:":g*;"’: MG's rumoused plass to put the Jacobs

.'o‘.~/'| gham it preodo thon, and that'’s wiy, unlike rhe

Koad Morton Bowrne. wiginals, it has the wind-up windows and
4 external dooe handles of larer Madpet 3

18 it would have i

it had made it o MG

Rover Nightfire

ecaally in the beig

W owwah shonw o 1 perund

Qarspecouk

soks the pase, 100,

f
nal sunshine of

AUSTIT

. Ay 2 ‘
oy oS e W<
. ‘!, 7/ Y - ‘x. y ey

Wire wheels look the part. Rear arches are slightly flaired out

wr 2018

36 Decen

19605 race stybe fuel cap looks the part

LRt mtenor apf neead as youa

eapect of 3 road « h full carpet arsl

i ¥ are also newly trign

style Madget seats, wh

carly ch ook the

And adding a coupé body to the

part

Midger

as added hagely ro the car's

v. With no roof o store and the

it & rear bulichead, there's 2 buge

grragc ata behind the A [I ICANV S 2
an Aston Martin DB4
that shrunk in the waah

Its as

nintature GT car,

cant

MArKer hot 1he

ir had MG deciled

1o go ahead with ns o

production car. Brian Ax

those whod have bought ot

anyane who wasited one st

]

have Tifosi'’s replics However, it won't only

hose who kncw of the Jacobs

appedd 10
npen l: as 2 11504l it stands on its owr
wit with a heavy MG inSoene

The dens
beat you Cas

winsows as

merit, 2

s 4 12750 A-seriny,

MALrAtOr
use anyy Midger with wind up

vasis, including the last-of-

the-line nubber burgper maodels. They're

t after than the e

T Cars,

No grilles, 33 per the original Jacobs,

which, for

o the JTEM

many Il be pust of the appeal
Whasever donoe you wse, though, you want
to ensure it's & solid. rot-free basis oo whict
w0 base the build

On that note, Hall's currently has no
plans to offer kit pacikages in the way it
does for the Rama, It -r:..‘..(!'r'.H M owi
be avallable In either pare-bullt o fullly-balk

forn nly, This is parthy because of the
d in the build

the Mid

work isnvoly

2 R
PaAnciy are DONCAL

before being

Part-built can

L COpIeC
S

will be offered with the new panch

and the car roady for paint and i, A the

e Of Wrinng the pocag siructure was

nulated, bar expe

still to be calc t to be
arours! L6000 g0 L7000 pius

Maye

Ny paint aod e

Ihe fact that the origimal Jacobs co
ainks to the MG foctory makaes

it all the more desirable. The appetite foe

rarity v

hissoric rceg can - in origioal or replica

form = is huge at the mament, and the JEM
o that workd

sifiers 20 affoedable youte



Welcome to the all-new Tifosi J.E.M.
Product of 18 months’ Design & Development.

Based on the famous “Jacobs Midget” coupe design.

Brought up-to-date with wind-up windows, locking doors, and of course,
fully trimmed interior offering luxury not available to the original.

This kit will not be sold for home fitting, but is available either as a fitted
kit to your donor vehicle, or as a complete turn-key car.

Price subject to condition of donor vehicle and specification.

ALL!s Morton, Near Bourne, Lincolnshire, PE10 ONS
[ ARAGE T.01778 570286 steve@hallsgarage.co.uk

www.hallsgarage.co.uk




